
Collaboration is king, as the saying goes. 

For Yampatika, it is simply how we do 

business. This summerôs activities at our 

newly opened Environmental Learning 

Center at Legacy Ranch   highlight the 

value we place on collaboration and the 

richness that it adds to our programming. 

 

An Open House co-hosted by the Tread of 

Pioneers 

Museum, 

provided 

50 adults 

the op-

portunity 

to view 

the 

Ranch 

through 

the lens 

of     his-

tory.  
 

The gardening series ñFrom the Ground 

Up,ò offered in partnership with Deep 

Roots, The City of Steamboat Springs, The 

Yampa Valley Land Trust and Home Re-

source, and supported by the Yampa Val-

ley Community Foundation connected peo-

ple to the site, letting them get their hands 

dirty to create heirloom gardens.  

 

Twenty intrepid bikers ended the Cityós 

Historic Places Bicycle Tour at the   Envi-

ronmental Learning Center. We are grate-

ful to the historic preservation staff Lau-

reen, Alexis and Ginger, for including us 

on their journey!  

 

Youth summer camp themes included 

ñWinged Wondersò, ñLegends of the 

Yampa Valleyò, ñRecycling and Beyondò, 

and a new camp, supported by a grant from 

The National Forest Foundation and 

Friends of Wilderness, ñWilderness Pio-

neersò.  Once again, thanks to the generos-

ity of The Craig Scheckman Family Foun-

dation and the help of our friends from 

Partners in Routt County, 20% of camp 

attendees were youth at risk.  

 

Many hands make light work! Site  im-

provements began with Lowell Whiteman 

students building an ADA accessible path 

to the Ranch House during their spring 

day of service. Improvements continued  

with Chuck Willard of Fox Construction 

and Ken Schomaker of Colorado Group 

Realty using recycled wood (beetle-kill) to 

finish the historic fence. Yampatika 

ñsuper-volunteersò David and Tresa 

Moulton completed the paint job. This 

fall, 170 students from Yampa Valley Sci-

ence School removed noxious weeds and 

created a kidsô scale garden to be used by 

summer campers in 2010. Thanks go to 

the Rocky Mountain Youth Corpsô for 

bringing Science School out!  

This September, we hosted Tracie Patter-

sonôs 2nd grade class from the Christian 

Heritage School, the first classroom to use 

the site for a field trip on Animal Habitats. 

And in October, Keri Luedtke from Hay-

den brought 55 students in a combined 4th 

and 5th grade group that learned about 

mountain pine bark beetles and habitats.  
 

Visit us this winter! 
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Yampatikaõs Environmental  

Learning Center: The First Day!  
 

Tracie Pattersonôs second graders from the Christian Heri-

tage School found snake eggs and discovered wildlifeôs 

habits and habitats at Yampatikaôs Environmental Learning 

Center. This class was the first school group to explore and 

utilize the new Environmental Learning Center. 

 

Yampatikaôs programs 

allow students to have a 

hands-on experience with 

science and a better appre-

ciation for the environment 

in the Yampa Valley.  ñIt 

brings learning to life!ò 

says Tracie Patterson, 2nd 

grade teacher at the Chris-

tian Heritage School.  For 

the second graders, it was an exciting field trip and the first 

time most of them had seen snake eggs. 

 

The students matched wild animal pelts with their habitats, 

including grasslands, forest and riparian habitats.  They 

sang ñThe Habitat Songò,  played a habitat game and a 

wildlife population game to understand the important role 

that food, water, and shelter play in the survival of wildlife.  

The program   concluded with a childrenôs story and dis-

cussion about Native Americans and their respect and stew-

ardship of the natural environment.  These first-hand en-

counters with nature in our own backyard lay the  founda-

tion for a lifetime of respect, understanding, cooperation, 

and stewardship of local areas and our world.   
 

Thanks to The Yampa Valley Community Foundation and 

the Mellam Family Foundation, Yampatika can facilitate 

school programs at the Environmental Learning Center.   

    Message from the President  

Greetings Yampatika Friends, 

   As we watch the colorful leaves disappear and see the snow dusting the mountains, 

we anticipate another great fall and winter season for our Yampatika programs.  This 

newsletter is filled with our excitement about the new Environmental Learning Center 

at the Legacy Ranch.  We hope that each of you will spend some time with us there. 

     

   We also have some new board members who bring tremendous enthusiasm and new 

perspectives to Yampatika.  Jamie Letson, a builder who has lived in Steamboat 

Springs for over 30 years and seen both his children educated here.  Ed McArthur, also 

a long time resident, is president and owner of Native  Excavation, Board Chairman of 

the Yampa Valley Housing Authority and a generous neighbor of the Legacy Ranch as 

the owner of Bald Eagle Lake.  Both add vitality to our already dynamic board.  

     

You are the people who are most important to us.  Your interest and support of our en-

deavors, whether through memberships, donations and/or volunteer workéWe thank you and salute you!  

Lindarose Berkley 
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 Wilderness Pioneers  

 

This summer, ñWilderness Pioneers,ò was introduced for 

12-14 year olds. The camp focused on Wilderness history, 

ethics, and values, along with exploring and practicing 

Leave No Trace principles. Campers learned important 

skills such as map and compass reading, Global Positioning 

System (GPS) usage, and backcountry awareness.  After 

learning these skills, they put them into practice by going 

on an overnight trip. Wilderness Pioneers captured the mid-

dle school crowd and helped them find themselves within 

nature using tools and skills. 

 

The Environmental Learning Center was the site for part 1 

of week 1. Campers learned map and compass reading and 

used the GPS around Legacy Ranch.  They created their 

own map of the area, reviewing the use of compass skills. 

Part 2 was the overnight. Thanks to Steamboat Ski and Re-

sort Corporation and the US Forest Service, the group was 

permitted to camp at a site they hiked to, located within the 

Ski Areaôs boundaries. GPS units were used to mark way 

points and water 

sources and to gather 

information on eleva-

tion and weather 

along the hike.  The 

group worked to-

gether to site and set 

up a low impact 

campsite. 
 

In the morning, camp 

was broken down, 

including packing out the mound fireôs charcoals and ashes 

and raking the grasses where the tents had been.  In pump-

ing their own water and learning how to identify wild edi-

bles, the campers acquired many life skills. The small, inti-

mate group came together to build a foundation of trust and 

cooperation, which made for an amazing trip! 

    

 

    

Gretchen Van de Carr, Libby Foster, 
Lindarose Berkley  
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